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Excellence" it was noted that the institution had a Research and Development 
Center. The 1982-83 catalog used the same photo for its cover as that of the 
preceding year. Its contents were relatively unchanged. 
A statement of objectives was reintroduced in the 1984-85 catalog: "The mission 
of Grand Valley State consists of three components: instruction, research, and public 
service." The three areas are further detailed in a short paragraph each. For 
"instruction" the goal was stated as, " ... developing critical thinking, self-expression, 
and learning skills, and acquainting students with the tradition of humane values and 
the heritage, problems, and prospects of their own and other cultures." This mission 
statement served catalogs until1988-1989, when Grand Valley became a university, 
and the objectives expanded to fill the new role, as well as nearly two catalog pages, 
entitled, "The University and its Objectives." One of the several new objectives, the 
"undergraduate instructional mission," was said to be sought "through a liberal 
education curriculum which acquaints students with the tradition of humane values 
and the heritage, problems, and perspectives of their own and other cultures, and 
which develops lifelong skills of critical thinking, articulate expression, and 
independent learning." The 1988 mission statement still serves for the present 
catalog. 
How did we get from there to here? This issue of the Grand Valley Review is 
focused on the early years of the college. We are pleased that the contributors 
include faculty members from all three academic divisions, from an administrator, a 
former student, and a COT staff member. Old-timers are invited to reminisce and 
newcomers to learn about the foundations of the Grand Valley State University of 
which they are now a part and all of us to consider the prediction of the writers of the 
University's first catalog: "Grand Valley contemplates a vigorous growth over the 
next decade. Its beginnings are small, its potential is great. Mere size does not make 
a great college, but quality in education does. It is to the best in teaching and 
learning that we are dedicated." 
--R.S. 
CALL FOR PAPERS 
The spring issue will feature the special topic, "Experiments in Education: 
Contemporary Views," and will be produced in conjunction with Grand Valley's new 
Center for Teaching and Learning. We will publish the keynote lecture by Professor 
Maryellen Weimar, given at the conference "Conversations about Teaching" at 
GVSU on August 15, 1995, as well as some reflections on the afternoon workshops 
coordinated by members of the Grand Valley faculty and staff. Essays on our special 
topic and other topics, as well as fiction, poetry, and art are invited. The deadline is 
February 15, 1996. Please submit hard copy and a diskette, preferably on Microsoft 
Word for Windows, to the Editor, 166 Lake Huron Hall. 
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